“What is your problem statement?” and “What is the exact focus of your research?” 
1. What is the focus of the research? This is the actual problem statement. 
2. How was the problem identified and why is it a problem? We call this the background of the problem. 
3. What is the benefit of investigating the problem? We call this the signifi- cance of the problem. 
Good problem statement 
1. The problem is interesting to the researcher. 
2. The scope of the problem is manageable by the researcher. 
3. The researcher has the knowledge, time, and resources needed to investigate the problem. 
4. The problem can be researched through the collection and analysis of data. 
5. Investigating the problem has theoretical or practical significance. 
6. It is ethical to investigate the problem. 
I tell them three things: 
1. Don’t try to investigate all the world’s problems. 2. Don’t try to investigate some of the world’s problems. 3. Investigate one problem.
